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3INE a sunny and well-watered land of 
ns, hills and valleys, in area more than one- 
; as large as the State of Rhode Island, and 
g on the east shore of the beautiful Bay 
San Francisco — that is Alameda County. 
It is California's third county in population and taxable prop- 
erty — only the County of Los Angeles and the City and County 
of San Francisco showing greater totals in these particulars. 
Like all Gaul, the county may be divided in three parts: 

First — A wonderfully fertile plain, with cities, towns, 
streams, farms and orchards, its western side forming for forty- 
seven miles the shore line of San Francisco Bay, and its eastern 
side terminated by hills. This plain contains something less than 
one-third of the area of the county. 

Second — Bold ranges of grassy hills on which roam thou- 
sands of cattle and where other thousands of deer find safe re- 
treat. These hills occupy more than one-third of the area of 
the county. 

Third — One large valley and many lesser valleys among 
the hills, each with its perennial stream, its heavy-fruited 
orchards, and wide vineyards, yielding wines that rival the 

316586 



ALAMEDA COUNTY. CALIFORNIA 

vintages of France. These valleys equal something less than 
one-third of the county. 

Thus Alameda County is a region of widely diversified 
scenery. Plains that front on the great harbor, with their 
orchards of oranges, lemons, apricots, apples, peaches, cherries, 
walnuts, almonds, nectarines and many other tropical and sub- 
tropical fruits, have a peaceful, old-world charm that accom- 
panies intensive cultivation and happy rural homes. The hills 
which look across the plain to the beautiful bay and toward the 
Golden Gate, are, in places, very rugged, and wooded with 
live oak, laurel and sycamore. Trout streams wind their way 
among the hills, and within the boundaries of the county are 
canyons, dark with redwood trees. 

The fact that the orange and lemon flourish in Alameda 
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THE ABOVE MAP SHOWS ALAMEDA COUNTY AND THE DIVISION 
OF ITS AREA INTO PLAIN, HILL AND VALLEY. ALONG THE 
BAY ARE EXTENSIVE LEVEL LANDS; IN THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER ARE THE EASTBAY CITIES; IN THE NORTHEASTERLY 
PORTION IS THE LIVERMORE VALLEY; INTERVENING ARE 
MANY SQUARE MILES OF HILLS 
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CITY HALL, OAKLAND, LOOKING ACROSS LAKE MERRITT 
County proves that never does the temperature, winter or sum- 
mer, fall to a point that is dangerous to delicate foliage. But, 
on the other hand, unlike many other regions where the orange 
and lemon flourish, never does the climate of Alameda County 
reach extremes of heat. The waters of San Francisco Bay are 
cool, and even on the sunniest day of the year there is a linger- 
ing coolness in the air from the wide spaces of the Bay. The 
fogs which gather along the coasts of the Pacific and roll over the 
sea-fronting hills seldom penetrate as far inland as the borders 
of the county. Even when fleecy fog gathers along the levels 
nearest the Bay, it usually has lost a large part of its dampness 
and chill. For a climate that conduces both to work and play — 
which is never so warm as to be enervating and never too cold 
for comfort — it is confidently affirmed that the climate of Alameda 
County realizes the absolute ideal. 
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Within the boundaries of Alameda County there are three 
large cities, having a population of more than 300,000 souls. 
These three cities are Oakland, Berkeley and Alameda, all lying 
ui the extreme northwestern corner of the county and fronting 
on the Bay of San Francisco. In fact, the City of Alameda, 
the smallest of the three, is an island connected with Oakland by 
bridges across a narrow estuary and tidal canal. The three 
cities to the stranger would appear as one — in fact, they are one 
in all respects save their names and governments. 

Berkeley and Oakland are contiguous in respect to their 
southern and northern boundaries. Alameda is separated from 
Oakland by only a few hundred feet of water. The same street 
car system serves the three communities and one may ride from 
the remotest comer of Berkeley to the farthest side of Alameda 
for five cents. 
HOTEL OAKLAND: TERMINAL HOTEL OF UNCOLN HIGHWAY 



OAKLAND S TWO MILLION DOLLAR CITY HALL — ONE OF THE 
MOST ORIGINAL AND STRIKING CIVIC BUILDINGS IN AMERICA, 
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A BERKELEY HOME OF CHARACTERISTIC BEAUTY 

The separation of the east bay cities into three communities 
and their proximity to San Francisco have contributed to the lack 
of realization on the part of people generally of the size and im- 
portance of what is essentially a single community on the east 
shore of San Francisco Bay — a single community with a popu- 
lation equaling that of Kansas City, Minneapolis, New Orleans 
or Washington, D. C. 

The topography of Oakland and Berkeley gives them a 
unique character, capable of unlimited development in the direc- 
tion of beauty. Along two sides of these cities is San Francisco 
Bay with its indentations. Near the Bay the land is level, once 
well wooded with live oaks — whence the name of Oakland — 
and is admirably suited to all purposes of manufacture and com- 
merce. On the inland side of this level area is a range of hills, 
parallel with the shore line of the Bay. These hills slope gently 



A GUMPSE OF CLAREMONT, A RESTRICTED RESIDENCE DISTRICT 

OF BERKELEY, WITH THE CLAREMONT HOTEL 

IN THE BACKGROUND 
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from the plain upon which the business districts of Berkeley and 
Oakland are situated. But their crests are bold and rugged and 
reach elevations of one thousand, fifteen hundred and seventeen 
hundred feet. 

On the gentle slopes of these hills, circling above San 
Francisco Bay and looking straight out through the Golden Gate 
to the Pacific Ocean, are thousands of the most charming resi- 
dences of California. Owing to the topography, all the rail- 
roads, warehouses, business structures and factories in the cities 
of Oakland and Berkeley are situated on the level land close to 
the Bay shore. This leaves all the foothills free for residences, 
and there you may drive for miles along curving avenues past 
green lawns, and hedges intertwined with roses, and see not a 
single unsightly building. 

A GIANT BANANA PALM IN AN OAKLAND PARK 
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THE FEATHERY TOPS OF THE EVERGREEN EUCALYPTUS MAKE 

AN ADMIRABLE BACKGROUND FOR THIS OAKLAND 

HILLSIDE HOME 

Fortunately, before these hill slopes were laid out, the 
ruinous plan followed in so many cities of making the streets 
checker-board fashion, whether the land was flat or hilly, had 
been abandoned. So the avenues in sections picturesquely named 
with such names as Piedmont-by-the-Lake, Rockridge, Clare- 
mont, Cragmont, Northbrae and Thousand Oaks, follow the 
contours of the hills, now swinging around the bold shoulder of 
a grassy knoll, whence the delighted visitor may look over seven 
counties and one hundred square miles of bill, sea, bay, city, 
mountain and plain, or again dipping into a wooded dell, where 
charming residences, embowered in vines and flowers, closely 
nestle. Dwellers on these happy hill slopes of Alameda County, 
just far enough from the sea to escape the chill of the fog, yet 
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VIEW FROM THE PIEDMONT AND BERKELEY HILLS LOOKING 

STRAIGHT OUT THROUGH THE GOLDEN GATE 

TO THE PACIFIC 

near enough so that even on the warmest day, as already men- 
tioned, there is always a welcome touch of coolness in the air, 
occupy, as has been well said, "loges in the balcony" at the vast 
and splendid panorama of San Francisco Bay. 

With the changing lights from dawn to dark, the Bay, 
with its scattered islands, alters color. Sometimes it is a deep 
blue, almost purple ; as the sun sinks toward the Golden Gate, it 
gilds the tops of the little waves and makes of the Bay a bur- 
nished mirror. Through wistaria-hung windows, the hill dwellers 
may see the coming and going of great liners, bound for the 
warm south seas, for China, or the island continent; or, per- 
chance, tall white-sailed ships that carry California grain through 
the Panama Canal to New York, or Europe; or still again, in 
the late fall when they come sailing through the Golden Gate, 
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clipper ships and steam schooners with their holds full of salmon 
from Alaskan water* ; or squat, black brigs and barks, home 
from whaling voyages to the Bering Sea. And always, to and 
fro, between San Francisco and the East Bay cities, pass the 
brightly painted ferry boats with their long and snowy wakes. 
Probably nowhere else in the country is the value of land 
so largely determined by the view as in all the charming hill 
slopes fronting the Bay. A lot which commands a particularly 
fascinating vista, through the evergreen eucalyptus, toward Mt. 
Tamalpais, rearing its dark and shaggy head twenty-five hun- 
dred feet in air, may sell for fifty per cent more than one adjoin- 
ing, which permits only an elusive glimpse of blue water or bluer 

A TYPICAL HOME ON THE HILLSLOPES OF PIEDMONT WITH A 

VIEW EMBRACING ONE HUNDRED SQUARE MILES OF 

LAKE, CITY, BAY, HILLS AND OCEAN 
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AN ALAMEDA COUNTY GARDEN — GREEN THE YEAR ROUND 

mountain ranges. Fortunately, far-sighted pioneers in the East 
Bay Cities had the wisdom to plant trees along these hills and 
to the natural groves of live oak (which keeps its leaves green 
all the year long) has been added the tall, graceful form of the 
eucalyptus, which also is green winter and summer. 

It is no wonder that such a climate, such a view, and prox- 
imity to the great population center of Western America, famous 
for its achievements in art, music, drama and letters, should attract 
beauty-lovers the world over. 

The climate of Alameda County is not so warm as to be 
depressing. There is never a day so hot that action is an effort. 
Here one does not decline into mere comfortable idleness as in 
more Southern regions. No one who has really tasted the dc- 



THE CLIMATE OF ALAMEDA COUNTY PERMITS OF MUCH LIVING 

OUT-OF-DOORS : HENCE THE POPULARITY OF SUCH OPEN 

PORCHES AS THAT SHOWN IN THE PICTURE 
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licious air of the East Bay Cities ever finds the lassitude of a 
warmer climate endurable. 

It is truism to say that large fortunes have come in America 
through the exploitation of some great natural resource such as 
oil, lumber, land, cattle, gold or copper. Many of the magnates 
in these staples throughout the United States west of the Rockies 
have, it seems, gravitated toward the beautiful Bay of San Fran- 
cisco and sought within sight of its waters in Alameda County 
their ultimate homes. Piedmont, which has the distinction of 
being a community composed entirely of residences and lies on 
the hill slopes entirely surrounded by the City of Oakland,* is 
said to have thirty-two millionaires, possessing the largest per 
capita wealth of any community of its size in the United States. 

AN EMBOWERED AVENUE IN PIEDMONT 
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A TYPICAL RESIDENCE IN THE PIEDMONT HILLS — ON ACCOUNT 
OF THE IDEAL CLIMATE AND THE MAGNIFICENT VIEW, 
THE GENTLE SLOPES OF THE HILLS OVERLOOKING 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY ARE INCLINING THOUS- 
ANDS OF WELL-TO-DO PEOPLE TO MAKE 
THIS THEIR ULTIMATE HOME 

On one avenue you see a charming and palatial home, its 
gardens riotous with roses, and are told that the wealth of its 
owner was made from the inexhaustible petroleum fields of Cali- 
fornia. The master of another mansion controls, you are told, 
the cattle on a thousand Nevada hills. A third owns a great 
slice of the yellow pine forests of the Sierras. Here on the East 
Bay hill slopes they are gathered, because here living is ideal — 
mere existence a pleasure. 

It must not be thought that all the homes are those of people 
of wealth. On the contrary, tucked away in delightful nooks 
and corners of the hills is many a modest bungalow, only re- 
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A PIEDMONT HOME: AS THIS PICTURE SHOWS, THE PALM AND 
PINE TOUCH HANDS IN ALAMEDA COUNTY 

sembling the villas and palatial residences in that the roses in 
its garden bloom as luxuriantly and the purple bougainvilla climbs 
as profusely to the chimney top. 

The City of Berkeley occupies nine square miles and has 
the distinction of being the most rapidly growing community of 
its size in the United States during the last census period, increas- 
ing from 13,445 in 1900 to 40.000 in 1910. It is now estimated 
to have a population close to 64,000. The city with its beau- 
tiful homes is the seat of the University of California, the second 
largest university in the United States, with an attendance in 
excess of 8000. In the University grounds, many acres in extent, 
enriched with forests of oak and eucalyptus, are two architec- 
tural triumphs, either one of which would bring fame to any 
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European city. The first of these is the Greek theatre — an am- 
phitheatre of solid masonry built in a charming hollow of a 
wooded hillside and capable of accommodating ten thousand 
people at one time. This reproduction of a theatre of ancient 
Greece has become the mecca of the greatest artists of the stage, 
for, as Sarah Bernhardt said: "Here, under the blue California 
skies, in the winey air, with the fragrant forests all about and an 
appreciative California audience, every artist is stimulated to reach 
the very pinnacle of achievement." The half-hour of music every 
Sunday afternoon brings thousands from the nearby cities. 

The second notable architectural feature of the University 
campus is the Sather Tower, a slender shaft of white California 
granite, whose pinnacle is more than six hundred feet above the 
level of the blue waters of the Bay which it overlooks. This 

THE FAMOUS GREEK THEATRE AT BERKELEY 
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bell tower, or Campanile, was built as a memorial by Jane IC 
Sather and was designed by John Galen Howard. Although 
just completed, its fame is already widespread and it seems des- 
tined to rank as one of the most notable architectural achieve- 
ments in America. 

It is in such an atmosphere of beauty, where Art and Nature 
join hands to the end of loveliness, that the Home Ideal may find 
its resting place. 

Quite different, yet no less unusual and alluring in their 
own way, are the homes in the third of the three large cities that 
form one community in the northwestern extremity of Alameda 
County. Alameda has no hills. It is a level island bounded on 



IN THE ISLAND CITY OF ALAMEDA THE LAWNS OF MANY 

HOMES SLOPE DOWN TO THE BEACH, OR THEIR WINDOWS 

LOOK ACROSS A SHORE BOULEVARD TO THE 

WATER AS IN THIS PICTURE 
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ALAMEDA COUNTY IS THE HOME OF THE BUNGALOW — 
COMFORTABLE, BEAUTIFUL AND INEXPENSIVE. 

the north by the busy waters of Oakland harbor; on the east 
by San Leandro Bay; on the west and south by the waters of 
the great Bay of San Francisco. Alameda is the home of the 
bungalow, containing perhaps the most beautiful streets of bon- 
galows in the bay region of California. The lawns of many 
houses slope down almost to the waters' edge. Long, white, 
sandy beaches attract thousands of pleasure-seekers to enjoy 
swimming and bathing through nearly every month of the year. 
Hundreds of row boats and yachts gathered along the beaches 
or in the quiet waters of San Leandro Bay testify to the interest 
in sailing and rowing. It was of Alameda that the poet wrote : 

There wail* ■ dear Uland where ronny are happy. 

And tea-weary ihipi he a -resting. 
Where the breeze, are mild and ihe garden, are •weet, 
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And where birdt in ihe treei 


are a-neiting. 


ou may leek you a dwelling o'er 


furrow or foam 


In Clly or wilderness fair; 




HI you never will know all the n 


eaning of home. 


Until you have made you on 


e there. 



Beautiful as are the cities of Alameda County and alluring 
as they are to all peoples in other and less favored climates, their 
charm is no greater than that of the rural districts of the county. 

Imagine yourself in a motor bound from the East Bay Cities 
east and southward toward the southern boundary of Alameda 
County. Leaving Oakland behind, the State Highway, asphalt 
on a cement base, and smooth as a ballroom floor, swings along 
high, bold hills, wooded here and there with oak and eucalyptus. 
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These hills are north and east of the road. To the south and 
west you look away across a level and enormously fertile plain, 
covered with orchards, with here and there a tall eucalyptus rear- 
ing its green head eighty feet in the air. Among the blossoms 
of the almond and cherry trees you see half-hidden, cozy bunga- 
lows on orchard farms of five and ten acres, whose products sup- 
port a family in comfort. Beyond the plain, looking from the 
Foothill Boulevard, you catch a glimpse of the silver waters of 
the Bay and here and there close to the shore are ribbon-like 
sloughs, amid marshes, where, in winter, thousands of wild duck 
gather and furnish the finest sport to the gunner. Successively 
you pass San Leandro, with its cherry orchards, its shade trees 
and tasteful business blocks; Hayward, with its great canneries. 
A little further on is Decoto, a village with fertile lands all 
about it and next comes Niles, set at the mouth of the canyon of 

ITS GOOD ROADS ARE THE PRIDE OF ALAMEDA COUNTY — THEY 

ARE AMONG THE BEST IN THE WORLD. THIS IS 

A SCENE IN LIVERMORE VALLEY 
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MISSION SAN JOSE, ESTABLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 

FATHER JUNIPERO SERRA BY FATHER F1RMIN DE LASUEN, 

JUNE ELEVEN, SEVENTEEN NINETY-SEVEN. 
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CENTURY OLD PALMS PLANTED BY THE MISSION FATHERS AT 
PALMDALE, NEAR MISSION SAN JOSE. 

the same name, and lying in the hollow of a great circle made 
by the waters of Alameda Creek. Still to the north and east is 
a bold range of hills, to the south and west level, orchard-dotted 
country, and always beyond at every rise in the road a glimpse 
of the wide-spreading waters of the arm of the sea. 

A few miles southerly from Niles you enter a domain of 
picturesqueness and romance. For here is Mission San Jose, 
where one hundred and eighteen years ago a few Franciscan 
fathers, sent up by Junipero Serra, planted a cross of wood and 
gathered the Indians from hills and plain to listen to the teach- 
ings of the church and learn of agriculture and the primitive arts 
of building and weaving. The Mission was founded June 1 1 , 
1 797, by Padre Firmin de Lasuen. Pear trees planted by him 
still blossom and bear fruit. 

With unerring sense the mission fathers chose the most beau- 
tiful and well-watered spots for their missions. Some spiritual 
prescience seemed to guide them to the sunny slopes of well- 
watered hills, where springs never fail and frosts never come. 
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Such a spot as this naturally is one of the places that allure 
the seeker for the Ideal Home. And here, indeed, you may 
find such an one. 

Enter the gates of Palmdale, in the little town called Mis- 
sion San Jose, and you are in fairyland. Imagine all the beautiful 
trees and shrubs of the sub-tropics and north temperate zone 
gathered together, and every one a perfect specimen of its kind. 
Imagine avenues of palms as tall as pines — palms planted by the 
mission fathers. Imagine fruits of every conceivable variety. 
Here, long rows of grapes, purple and white ; there, almond and 
walnut trees, with spreading branches; a few steps further and 
you pass beneath the branches of giant fig trees, weighted down 
with purple fruit; a turnstile in the hedge brings you to a little 
orchard, where branches of the dark green trees bend to the 
ground with their weight of oranges. Beyond, yellow lemons 
grow luxuriantly. Berries of all sorts; the alligator pear; the 
loquot; the persimmon; all the southern and northern fruits here 
grow together. 

And as for flowers, in the dusky reaches of the ever-living 

A PICTURESQUE OLD "ADOBE" RELIC OF THE SPANISH REGIME 
IN ALAMEDA COUNTY 
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stream are great masses of pale calla lilies; roses brighten die 
green lawns; great sheaves of carinas, ten feet high, are massed 
near the dwelling, over which clamber purple-flowered vines. 
Nowhere in the world may the man who loves beautiful gardens 
and takes delight in the profusion and variety of tree and vine 
find such a garden spot in which to plant his dwelling, as here 
on the warm southwestern slopes of the Alameda County hills. 

A mile away from Mission San Jose, another estate, known 
as Warm Springs, adds to a similar luxuriance of flower, fruit and 
foliage, a series of lily-laden pools, connected by a thread of 
water which issues from the hillside above and which maintains, 
winter and summer, a temperature above blood heat. Another 
mile and the visitor may see traces of the early Spanish civiliza- 
tion in the county when the Amadors, the Pachecos, the Alvisos, 
and Peraltas counted their cattle by the thousands, and when 
wild oats grew on the level plain as high as a horse. An old 
adobe, its walls three feet thick, stands by the roadside, mute 
evidence of different, and perhaps more romantic, times. From 
near its walls stretches a great hedge of giant cactus, twenty feet 
high, once an effective barrier to Indian attacks. 

The smiling land — plain and hollow — not only offers a 

GATHERING WILD POPPIES 



ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 



ALAMEDA COUNTY IS NOTED FOR ITS CHURCHES — THIS ONE 

IN ALAMEDA IS EMBOWERED IN GREENERY 

ALL THE YEAR AROUND 

climate that is matchless, no matter where in the world you seek, 
hut a special flavor of romantic times, of a picturesque civiliza- 
tion that has all but vanished. For long before European civil- 
ization had set a mark upon the great mid-sections of the conti- 
nent, California was the scene of a great and courageous effort 
by faithful priests to establish a permanent and enduring civiliza- 
tion and evidence of this still meets the eye in the vine-clad mis- 
sions and crumbling adobes that are to be found throughout a 
great part of the State, and nowhere more strikingly than in 
Alameda County. In some parts of California, water for irriga- 
tion still flows through ditches dug while George Washington 
was President. 

Services are still held in the ancient Mission San Jose, bul 
gone are its days of power and splendor, when the good fathers 
taught their flocks of thousands of natives and the Mission counted 
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ST. PAULS CHURCH, OAKLAND, TYPICAL IN THE BEAUTY OF 

ITS SURROUNDINGS OF THE SACRED EDIFICES 

OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 

ils cattle and sheep by the tens of thousands. Still in the towns 
and villages of the county are hundreds of Spanish names and 
swarthy visages proclaim their descent from Castillian or Indian 
forebears. There are many who still remember when there were 
no fences in the county ; when the cattle, herded in common, were 
gathered at the yearly rodeo and each man took his brand ; and 
when a good horse could be bought for a dollar and a half. 

Over the fertile coastal plain from Mission San Jose white 
macadam roads lead to many towns and villages lying to the west 
toward the Bay. But rather than traverse them all, let us turn 
and climb the high rounded mountain that towers behind the 
Mission and is known as Mission Peak. 

From its summit what a panorama is spread out! Far to 
the northwest, a haze of smoke and the dim shapes of tall white 
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buildings declare the location of the East Shore Cities — Oakland, 
Berkeley and Alameda. Southward the coastal plain extends 
into Santa Clara County, as far as the eye can reach. At your 
feet, west and northwest, is the coastal plain of Alameda County, 
its fields a many-colored checker-board — yellow for the grains; 
light green for the vineyards; a darker tint for the apricot 
orchards. Beyond the plain, with a narrow, deep-green rim of 
sloughs and marshes, is the great Bay of San Francisco, shining 
like a sea of gold in the afternoon sun. Beyond the Bay, 
a smudge of smoke tells where San Francisco lies and southward 
from San Francisco, parallel with the Bay's farther shore, the 
high violet-colored range of the Santa Cruz mountains extends 
southward till the eye can no longer follow it. And standing on 
the crest of Mission Peak, you perceive that you are on one of 
the very highest of hills packed close together like a flock of 
sheep that, beginning, as a glimpse of highland DRIVE 
far as you can see, just 0F THE CITIES OF OAKLAND, 

,,,_,. PIEDMONT AND BERKELEY 

back or Berkeley, sweep 

in a great semi-circle to 
where you stand, enclos- 
ing the plain and the Bay 
like the rim of a shallow, 
flat-bottomed bowl, and 
extend southward twenty 
miles from Mission Peak 
to where Mt. Hamilton 
lifts its rocky head. 

On the plain below 
you, among the cultivated 
fields, you can count the 
church spires of a dozen 
towns and villages — 



ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

Milpitas, Alvarado, Newark, Centerville, and Irvington, while 
close to the hills are Niles and Decoto. With a powerful glass 
you can make out the inevitable tall green palms in the grounds 
of the farmhouses or even see the yellow glint of oranges on the 
trees in every dooryard. For in this part of the county, as in 
nearly all, the palm and the orange are the favorite ornamental 
trees. Turn now and look east and northeast from Mission Peak. 
Hills, hills, hills, as far as the eye can reach. And what a con- 
trast to the level fertility of the western view. For among the 
hills, only here and there are there fields and habitations. For 
the most part, the hills 
A waterfall IN PIEDMONT PARK are grazing land. 

bordered BY banana palms But what scenery! 

What a paradise for 
the huntsman! There 
are roads among the 
hills where you look 
down hundreds of feet 
to the bushy tops of 
evergreen trees that line 
the streams. There are 
remote canyons of wild 
grandeur. In these hills, 
it is estimated that there 
are 5,000 wild deer, 
literally only a few 
miles from the three- 
quarters of a million 
people who reside in 
the cities of San Fran- 
cisco Bay. About 400 
deer are bagged by 
hunters every year in 
Alameda County. So 
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here in the dooryard, as it were, of the Ideal Home, is some of 

the finest hunting to be had anywhere. 

But it is not deer alone that furnish sport to the huntsman. 
Coyote and 

HUNDREDS OF DEER ARE KILLED ANNUALLY wildcat may be 

IN THE HILLS OF ALAMEDA COUNTY, FRE- , . . . 

QUENTLY WITHIN TWENTY-FIVE OR THIRTY nunt e°- «* these 
MILES OF THE TEEMING CITIES hills, and occa- 

sionally a moun- 
tain lion is shot 
in the wilder 
sections of the 
county east of 
Mission Peak. 
As for feath- 
ered game, it is 
plentiful. Cali- 
fornia valley 
quail, one of 
the most tooth- 
s o m e of all 
game birds, is 
to be found in 
every wooded 
hollow; while 
doves, in sea- 
son, furnish ex- 
cellent sport, 
not only among 
the hills, but in 
the valleys and 
on the plains. 
As for fishing, 
Alameda Creek 



ALAMEDA COUNTY. CALIFORNIA 

and its tributaries are alive with brook trout and up this and other 
streams the salmon run in the spawning season. 

All the above are summer sports. But it is when the rains 
of the mild California winter are at hand that the hunter finds 
the greatest sport. San Francisco Bay — especially the rim of 
marshy land along its eastern shore in Alameda County — is the 
favorite southern refuge from the northern cold of millions of 
wild fowl. Snipe and plover skitter along the beaches. Every 
kind and variety of duck — canvas-back, mallard, teal, spoonbill 
— darken the air above the marshes and cover the water along 
the shore. It is estimated that 100,000 wild ducks and geese 
are annually bagged by gunners in Alameda County. 

The vast numbers of wild fowl that come in the rainy 
winter permit the City of Oakland to furnish the visitor one of 
the most remarkable sights that may be seen anywhere. Almost 
in the exact geographical center of the city is beautiful Lake 
Merritt, covering 160 acres. It is connected with the bay and 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF WILD DUCK HAUNT THE 

MARSHY SHOREUNE OF SOME PARTS OF SAN FRANCISCO 

BAY. AFFORDING THE FINEST SPORT DURING 

THE SEASON 
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LAKE MERRITT, IN THE CENTER OF OAKLAND, SHOWING SOME 
OF THE THOUSANDS OF WILD DUCK WHICH FREQUENT IT 



GLORIOUS TROUT FISHING IS TO BE ENJOYED IN THE MANY 
STREAMS OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 
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A GLIMPSE OF NILES CANYON AND ALAMEDA CREEK 

its waters are therefore not only salt, but rise and fall with the 
tide. From autumn to spring this lake in the heart of the city 
is the home of literally thousands of ducks. No shooting is per- 
mitted, and even the big canvas-backs and mallards become 
almost as tame as domestic fowl. When storms of wind and 
rain are imminent the ducks may be seen from the streets, homes 
and office buildings of the busy city flying over in hundreds to 
take refuge in the lake. Lake Merritt is nearly surrounded by 
parks, and allured by a bushel of wheat that the Oakland Park 
Commissioners daily appropriate, the more venturesome of the 
wild ducks, and especially the gulls and mudhens that accom- 
pany them, frequently venture out on the clipped green lawns. 
The Park Commissioners recently refused permission to the 
operator of a hydroplane to alight In the lake lest it might 
frighten the ducks away. Which tends to prove that Lake 
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A FOUR CORNERS IN THE LIVERMORE VALLEY 

Merritt comes near being the wild cluck's paradise of the west. 

But to return to Mission Peak. To the northeast, some- 
thing more than hills may be discerned — namely, in the distance 
a great and fertile valley. Let us descend to the Mission and 
motor three miles back to Niles (where, by the way, the Essenay 
Film Company maintains a great plant, because of the beauty 
and variety of the surrounding scenery) and "take the valley 
road." 

"The valley road" from Niles follows the upward course 
of Alameda Creek, at first with high, partly wooded hills crowd- 
ing close on either hand. Along the stream and spreading their 
wide branches across the road are evergreen live oaks and laurel 
and the deciduous sycamore and alder. Suddenly, after a few 
miles, the canyon widens to a valley. Wide orchards and fields 
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appear and we arrive at the little town of Sunol, as beautifully 
situated in its valley as even Mission San Jose. In this valley, 
Lou Dillon, in her day the fastest trotting mare in the world, 
was foaled and was taught her paces. Continuing, northeast- 
ward, the valley still grows wiusr. A part of it here is covered 
by the greatest hop fields in the state. Soon we arrive in the 
shady streets of the town aptly named Pleasanton, with its famous 
race track and its tradition of noted race-horses. Ten miles 
further, is Livermore, the metropolis of the valley, set in the 
center of fields and vineyards and looking to the distant and en- 
circling hills. 

No one who has not actually seen Livermore Valley can 
conceive of its beauty and charm. The low hills on every hand, 
tawny yellow in summer and emerald green in winter, furnish a 
delightful contrast to the level valley floor. The three towns — 
Sunol, Pleasanton and' Livermore — are strung like pearls on the 
slender thread of the stream that winds its way along the fertile 



THE LIVERMORE SANITARIUM, A PRIVATE INSTITUTION, 
SITUATED IN A LOVELY VALLEY 
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WATER TEMPLE AT SUNOL 
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A GLIMPSE OF THE RESIDENCE AND GARDENS OF PHOEBE A. 
HEARST, NEAR PLEA5ANTON 

valley; and orchards of peach, pear and apricot; vineyards of 
white and purple grapes; dense green of alfalfa fields and yellow 
of the summer grain, stretch away from the towns on every hand, 
while some of the finest roads in California, like white ribbons 
laid between the colored fields, tie the towns together. 

No wonder that overlooking the Livermore Valley, near 
Pleasanton, the late Senator George Hearst, with all California 
to choose from, fixed the site for his famous home. Hacienda del 
Pozo de Verona ( The House of the Well of Verona), where 
his widow, Phoebe A. Hearst, now lives. 

This residence in its architecture and its setting carries out 
the best traditions of California. The great house is distinctly 
in Mission style, with square towers, red tiled roof, wrought iron 
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balconies, and cream colored walls. Here is the very home of 
open-handed California hospitality. In the course of a year, 
literally thousands of distinguished visitors to the state and those 
with whom Mrs. Hearst comes in contact through her interest 
in the University of California and in good works generally, 
are entertained at the Hacienda. The place is a perfect bower 
of flowers and the hospitals of San Francisco receive from Mrs. 
Hearst hundreds of boxes of the choicest blooms. 

There is a marked contrast between the spacious villa of 
Phoebe A. Hearst, a great benefactress, on the hills above 
Pleasanton, and the humble cottage of Joaquin Miller, a great 
poet, on the hills above Oakland. But both chose their places 

MANY ALAMEDA COUNTY HOUSES, LIKE THIS RESIDENCE, 
SHOW SPANISH INFLUENCES IN THEIR ARCHITECTURE 
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of residence for the same reason — beauty, climate, view; in short, 
ideal conditions of living. 

From the porch of Joaquin Miller's cottage a vast panorama 
is unrolled — fold on fold of hills, deep and dusky canyons, the 
colored roofs of a great city, the waters of the vast Bay, and 
blue and distant mountains. 

The place where Joaquin Miller lived, wrote his immortal 
poems, and died, is reached by an hour's walk over a steadily 
climbing road, from the residence section of Oakland and is 
within the city limits. Here the poet planted innumerable trees 
of the many varieties that flourish in California; and took delight 
in building of native stone a number of quaint monuments — one 
to Moses, one to Robert Browning, and one to John C. Fremont, 
who first saw and named the Golden Gate from near this spot. 
And here also stands the pyre built by the poet, where his ashes 
were scattered in the flames. 

In many of the poems of Joaquin Miller are enshrined hints 

JOAQUIN MILLER'S HOME 



of the beauty of the landscape 
about his home. Here is just 
one of them. 

OAKLAND 

As Seen from the Highli. 

Deep below us lies the valley, 
Sleep below us lies the town, 

Where great sea-ships ride and rally, 

And the world walks up and down. 

Oh, die sea of light., far-itreaming, 

Where the thousand flag) are Furled. 

And the gleaming bay lies dreaming. 
At it duplicates the world. 

The home of Joaquin Miller 
is being kept just as he left it, 
by his widow and his daughter, 
Juanita, and to that home on 
the hillside thousands make pil- 
grimage. 

The healthfulness of Alameda 
County is one of the things that 
make it the ideal place in all the 
world to live in. There are in 
the county, despite the warmth 
and geniality of the climate, no 
mosquitoes of the variety that 
convey malaria and yellow fever. 
Hence, these diseases are un- 
known. Furthermore, the ab- 
sence of snow and sleet, of ice 
and piercing wind, insures also 
the almost complete absence of 
half a dozen affections that fol- 
low upon chill and exposure. 
Pneumonia in Alameda County 
is very rare. So also are the diar- 
rhoeal diseases which accompany 
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very hot weather. Rheumatism is almost unknown. Hence it 
is that the City of Alameda with a population of 30,000 claims 
the proud distinction of being the healthiest community of its size 
in the United States. The United States Government compiles 
statistics regarding the death rate in all cities of 100,000 popu- 
lation and over. In this compilation Oakland makes a wonder- 
ful record. In 191 1, the city had the lowest death rate of any 
city in the United States of 1 00,000 population and over. The 
figure was 12.5 per 1000. In 1912, Oakland was fourth in 
the long list of 50 cities, being excelled only by Portland (Ore- 
gon), Minneapolis and St. Paul. In 1913, Oakland was, with 
the exception of Portland (Oregon), the healthiest large city in 
the United States. 

Perhaps one of the strongest factors that make for health 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS YEARLY ENJOY THE PLEASURES OF 
SURF BATHING ON THE ALAMEDA BEACHES 
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and the "joy of living" in the balmy climate of Alameda County 
is the opportunity for outdoor recreation the year round. For 
example, on the white beaches that fringe the southern shore of 
the island city of Alameda, a quarter of a million people annu- 
ally enjoy the delights of surf-bathing. On sunny days, even in 
December and January, scores may be seen disporting in the 
waters of the Bay. It is not surprising, therefore, that some of 
the world's most famous swimmers — especially women swimmers 
— are natives of Alameda County. Among these are Nell 
Schmidt, Mrs. Tesch and her daughter. 

To a certain extent, yachting is enjoyed the year round in 
the open waters of San Francisco Bay, though many boats are 
laid up for the winter. However, in the enclosed waters, such as 
Lake Merritt, fine days in the dead of 
winter see gaily painted canoes, row boats 
and white-sailed sloops dancing over the 
blue surface of the water. The boat house 
on Lake Merritt, in the heart of the City of 
Oakland, is operated by the municipality 
and a hundred thousand persons yearly use 
the boats, for which only a small fee in 
asked. The boats and boating are in charge 
of the Playgrounds Department of the City 
of Oakland. 

Oakland has 38 public playgrounds 
with an aggregated attendance of a million 
children yearly. Berkeley and Alameda 
are also famous for their activities in the 
domain of healthful play. On these play- 
grounds, in use every day in the year, there 
are always crowds of happy young people 
engaged in playing tennis, baseball, basket- 
ball or volley-ball. 



NELL SCHMIDT, 

FAMOUS SWIMMER 

OF ALAMEDA 
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OAKLAND IS NOTED FOR ITS PLAYGROUNDS, WHICH ARE IN USE 
AT EVERY SEASON OF THE YEAR 

Social center buildings in the playgrounds and school houses 
are available for lectures, club meetings, entertainments and 
dancing. It is not remarkable to find here, in a climate that per- 
mits of outdoor games throughout the year, athletic excellence 
of a high order. Only one example need be mentioned here. 
Maurice McLoughlin, the world's greatest tennis player, is a 
resident of Alameda County, and much of his practice work is 
done on beautiful private courts in Piedmont, near his home. 

It is not alone young people who play outdoors in Alameda 
County in January the same as June. The golf links of the 
country clubs all winter long are alive with players, many of the 
women wearing white duck skirts in winter as well as summer. 
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There are two well established country clubs. The Clare- 
mont Country Club is an old established organization with a 
commodious club-house near the end of Broadway, Oakland. 
On the three asphalt tennis courts are played many of the Cali- 
fornia State and Pacific Coast tournaments. The club-house is 
embowered in vines; the grounds are a flower garden, while the 
golf links, comprising 120 acres, are esteemed one of the most 
beautiful in California. A little stream lined with alders strikes 
through one corner of the property of the Club, while the hill 
above is clothed with pines. 

The Sequoyah Country Club is situated in the hills near 
the famous Foothill Boulevard, a part of the Lincoln Highway. 
This is a newly organized club, set in a wonderfully picturesque 



AN OAKLAND PLAYGROUND 
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location amid rolling hills, sparsely wooded with live oak. The 
Sequoyah Country Club links are laid out as a championship 
course, with ample room and the regulation number of holes. 
This country club also has facilities for tennis and other sports. 
The University of California has just finished the construction 
at a cost of $20,000 of nine new terraced asphalt courts, which 
indicates, in a degree, the attention which is given to healthful 
play in Alameda County. 

Nor is the aesthetic side of life neglected in this land of 
dreams on the shore of San Francisco Bay. The Greek Theatre 
at Berkeley naturally attracts great dramatic artists, and the 
dome of blue above and the green waving banners of the trees 
give to the great classics of the stage when produced here an 
unforgetable quality. 

GOLF LINKS OF THE CLAREMONT COUNTRY CLUB ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY. NINETEEN FOURTEEN. 



THE CLAREMONT COUNTRY CLUB, OAKLAND, WHERE TENNIS 
AND GOLF ARE PLAYED EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR 



A PRIVATE SCHOOL FOR GIRLS IN PIEDMONT, WHICH IS THE 

EXCLUSIVE RESIDENCE CITY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY, HAVING 

FIFTEEN HUNDRED HOMES AND ONLY ONE STORE 
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As a dramatic critic once remarked : 

"When Ben Greet as Hamlet pointed to the sky and cried: 
'Do you see yonder cloud that's almost in the shape of a camel?' 
he pointed to no tinsel sky, nor painted cloud, but to the blue 
heavens themselves. And high aloft by some strange chance did 
indeed float a fleecy cloud in which it required little imagination 
to find a camel's shape." 

Oakland's auditorium, built at a cost of $1,000,000 and 
equalling in size old Madison Square Garden, New York, pro- 
vides for all the people the highest type of entertainment at 
nominal cost. Great orchestras, great singers, great speakers, 
here find immense and appreciative audiences. The auditorium 
is so constructed that it may be used for more spectacular enter- 
tainments — popular dances, horse shows, fairs, poultry and dog 

CADETS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY. 
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A GLIMPSE OF THE INTERIOR OF OAKLAND S MILLION DOLLAR 

AUDITORIUM ON ITS OPENING NIGHT — "THE 

DANCE OF A THOUSAND COLORS" 

shows, circuses. In connection with the auditorium, there is a 
complete theatre seating 2,000, as well equipped as any west of 
New York City. 

Proximity to the population center of Western America 
also assures dwellers in the balmy climate of Alameda County 
enjoyment of the best in the way of Grand Opera, during ex- 
tended seasons. It is a well known fact that such musical aggre- 
gations frequently "make" but one city west of the Rockies, and 
that city the City of San Francisco Bay. 

On the aesthetic side may also be mentioned the remark- 
able gallery of paintings owned by Mr. F. C. Havens, on exhi- 
bition in beautiful Piedmont Park. This is said to be the most 
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extensive private gallery west of New York City. It is especially 
rich in modern American and Russian painters. 

Among the large canvases is the painting of "The Battle 
of San Juan Hill," by Vassili Verestchagin, the Russian artist 
— a picture painted under the direct supervision of Roosevelt 
himself and showing the colonel making the famous charge. 

Forty Sundays in the year (there is so slight a likelihood of 
rainy weather) Steindorff's Band plays to audiences of thousands 
seated on the turf in Lakeside Park, Oakland, and a "half hour 



of Music" is given in the 
Greek Theatre in Berkeley. 
Free band concerts are also 
given elsewhere in the East 
Bay Cities. 

Festivals are a feature of 
life in Alameda County. 
From the glamorous days of 
the Spanish regime has been 
handed down throughout 
California a love of outdoor 
gayeties of every description. 
San Francisco has her Por- 
tola Festival; Pasadena has 
her Rose Festival ; Santa 
Clara County has her Blos- 
som Festival. The most 
notable festival in Alameda 
County is the Cherry Festi- 
val at San Leandro, which 
is the first town east of Oak- 
land on the fruitful coastal 
plain that borders San Fran- 
cisco Bay. Be it known 
that in the vicinity of San 
Leandro and its sister city, 
Hayward, there are miles 
and miles of orchards. Of 
the quarter of a million apri- 
cot trees in Alameda County, 
a large proportion are in the 
vicinity of Hayward and San 
Leandro. Acres of trays, 
covered with the orange-yel- 
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low apricots, drying in the sun, make a never-to-be-forgotten sight. 
Ever-to-be- remembered are the San Leandro cherry orchards. 
At the time of the Cherry Festival, when the trees are loaded 
with luscious Royal Anns and Tartarins, big as plums, all the 
world is invited to San Leandro to the Cherry Fete. It is car- 
nival time and you can have all the cherries you can eat or that 
you can carry away. There is dancing on the asphalt streets of 
the trim little city and everybody has a good time. 

Women's clubs are particularly strong in Alameda County. 
Ebell Club of Oakland, whose beautiful club-house on Harrison 
Street, is one of the distinctive structures of the city, was the 
first woman's club in California and the second in the United 
States. Throughout the county are scores of social and civic 



IN CALIFORNIA, WHERE WOMEN VOTE. WOMEN S CLUBS ARE 

PARTICULARLY POWERFUL. THE PICTURE SHOWS 

EBELL CLUB OF OAKLAND 
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INTERIOR OF THE LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA. THE 
SECOND LARGEST UNIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES 

clubs, for here the women vote and take a keen interest in all 
affairs. Possibly it is for this reason that the schools in Alameda 
County reach a high level of excellence. In the whole county 
more than 1300 school teachers are employed, and even the 
smaller schools of the rural districts offer courses in domestic 
science, agriculture and manual training. In the schools of Oak- 
land, the largest city of the county, there are 33 school bands 
and 30 orchestras. Oakland and Berkeley schools offer courses 
in dressmaking, millinery, salesmanship, homemaking for girls, and 
in printing and various branches of machinery and building for 
boys, in addition to the usual branches usually taught in modern 
schools. One Oakland school has an assembly hall seating 1 400 
people. 
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ST. MARY S COLLEGE, OAKLAND 

Besides public schools, the University of California and 
schools for the deaf and dumb and for the blind, Alameda 
County has a number of noted private schools. Mills College, 
the only woman's college on the Pacific Coast, is secluded among 
the beautiful hills of the suburbs of Oakland, near the eastern 
shores of San Francisco Bay. This college has an ideal climate 
throughout the entire year. Its grounds comprise 150 acres. 
Much of this area is delightfully wooded, giving the aspect of a 
lovely private park. Special attention is given to the teaching 
of music and painting. Other notable schools for girls are Miss 
Ransom's School in Piedmont and Miss Head's School and 
Wellesly School in Berkeley. The California School of Arts 
and Crafts, in Berkeley, is recognized as one of the leading art 
schools of the country. In Oakland is situated St. Mary's Col- 
lege, a Catholic institution, as well as a convent school for girls. 
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Living in Alameda County is no more expensive than in 
the Eastern part of the United States. In fact, in many respects, 
it is less expensive. Fresh fruits are in the market the year round. 
Strawberries are gathered from the fields near Niles and other 
Alameda County communities during nine months of the year. 
The richness of the soil surrounding the cities makes for a pro- 
fusion of vegetables of the best quality at very moderate prices. 

It costs considerably less to build a home in Alameda 
County than in the East. Fir from the forests of Oregon and 
from Northern California reaches the wharves of Berkeley, Oak- 
land and Alameda directly by water — that is to say, with a 
minimum charge for transportation. Hence lumber is cheap. A 
delightful California bungalow of five rooms and sleeping porch, 
hardwood floors, built-in buffet, fireplace, etc., may be com- 
pleted at a cost of from $2000 to $2500. Bungalow lots in 

L1SSER HALL, ONE OF THE BUILDINGS OF MILLS COLLEGE FOR 

YOUNG WOMEN PICTURESQUELY SITUATED 

IN THE FOOTHILLS OF OAKLAND 
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Oakland, Berkeley and Alameda, with 5 -cent street car trans- 
portation, and also close to the interurban lines to San Francisco, 
may be purchased for from $400 up. On the gentle slopes of 
the foothills of Oakland and Berkeley, in sightly situations, with 
a sweeping view of the mountains and the Bay — 100 square 
miles of land and water — in the most glorious climate in the 
world, building sites may be purchased at from $35 to $80 a 
front foot. 

The climate permits of the building of lighter, slighter and 
more airy dwellings than are possible in the East. There is no 
snow-load to consider. Water pipes never freeze. Frost does 
not affect exposed plaster. The walls of dwellings do not have 
to be designed for zero weather and blizzards. Hence the typical 
California house in Alameda County has usually an attractive- 
ness unknown to colder climates. 

So come to Alameda County, in sight of blue and smiling 
waters of San Francisco Bay, and make your "ultimate home." 
Watch with us through the Golden Gate the sun slowly sink 
into the bosom of the broad Pacific. See from your westward 
windows, hung in flowers, the ships sailing for the Seven Seas or 
homeward bound with the treasures of the Orient and the Spice 
Islands. Wander among the richly laden orchards. Play golf 
on green links on Christmas day and tennis on New Year's. 
Drive out in your touring car every day in the year. Bring home 
the limit bag of trout from the streams, quail from the fields, deer 
from the hills and hollow, and duck from the tidelands. "Loaf 
and invite your soul" in the sunshine. Or send your yacht 
skimming over January waters in the air of June. We offer you 
the open hand of hospitality. Come and live in Alameda County, 
and be happy. 

For additional information concerning Alameda County, address the Board of 
Supervisors, Oakland California. Members of the Board: D. J. Murphy (Chair- 
man).^. W. Foss, C. W. Heyer. Joseph M. Kelly. John F. Mullins. 
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